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Introduction 
In centuries earlier than the twenty-first, the Bible was so universally taught 
in Western nations that nearly everyone had intimate knowledge of the 
basics of Scripture. Sadly, that interest in God’s word has waned mightily 
and now even among Christians, the young are more likely to be immersed 
in entertainment and recreation than fundamental, divine principles. This 
two-part series of studies, Bible 101, is designed to chase away ignorance of 
God’s word with an overview of the Bible message. Old Testament 101 
begins at Creation and follows the patriarchs, judges and kings all the way 
to the Intertestamental Period. 
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Lesson 1: Creation 
1. It is believed that the first five books of the Bible were written by Moses. 
The first of this group, called the Pentateuch, is the book of Genesis, which 
commences with a history of creation. What was the condition of the Earth 
as God prepared to create (Genesis 1:1-2)? 

The earth was formless and void and darkness covered the face of the deep 
as the Spirit hovered over the waters. 

2. Consult Genesis 1:3-31 and complete the following chart: 

3. What did God do on the seventh day of the creation week? What aspect of 
the Jewish 10 commandments originated with this event (Exodus 20:8-11)? 

On the seventh day of the creation week, God rested from his creating work. 
The Sabbath day on the Jewish calendar was rooted in this moment, as a 
perpetual reminder of God’s handiwork and power. 

4. Exactly how did God bring these things into existence? What was God’s 
estimation of his efforts (Genesis 1:31)? 

God spoke them into existence and considered them very good when he 
finished. 

DAY GOD CREATED THIS

1 day and night

2 the atmosphere

3 Earth and its seas, vegetation

4 sun, moon and stars

5 birds and fish

6 land animals and man

7 Sabbath
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5. From what did God create the first human (Genesis 2:1-7)? From what 
did he create the first woman (Genesis 2:18-25)? Why? 

God created Adam from dust and Eve from Adam’s rib for the Lord 
discovered that man was lonely without a companion. 

6.  What was the law of Eden (Genesis 2:10-17)? Explain how it was first 
broken (Genesis 3:1-24) and enumerate the consequences. 

The law of Eden was that man could eat of any tree, even the tree of life, but not the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil. The devil deceived Eve into eating the 
forbidden fruit and God expelled them from Eden, allowing power to rest on death, 
both physical and spiritual.  

7. The drive for immortality–to regain access to the Tree of Life–becomes 
the theme of the Bible. Nestled in Genesis 3:15 is a clue to God’s plan to 
grant victory to the elect. What is it? 

God would permit a descendant of Eve’s to be slightly wounded as a propitiation for 
sins, destroying the power of death residing in the tempter. 

8. Why did Cain kill Abel (Genesis 4:1-16)? What lessons do we need to 
learn from this episode and the way God handled it? 

Cain slew Abel out of jealous resentment over God’s approval. We learn that sin 
waits at our doors to destroy us, but we can rule over it when we obey God and live 
by love. 

9. What so upset God during Noah’s era (Genesis 6:5-8)? Why did Noah 
find grace in God’s eyes (Genesis 6:9-10)?How did Noah accept it? 

God regretted creating man, because he had become so wicked in thought and deed. 
Noah found grace because he was different–he feared God, was penitently 
blameless and walked with the Lord obediently. Noah accepted God’s grace by 
building the ark. 

10. What happened to the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9)? 

God confounded man’s attempt to puff himself up by scattering the population of 
the Earth and instituting different languages.  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 Lesson 2: The Patriarchs 
1. Meet Abraham in Genesis 12. From what three things does God require 
him to leave? What three promises does God make him? 

God required Abraham to leave his country, his family and his inheritance. 
He promised him the land of Canaan, a great nation of Israel and to bless all 
the Earth through him. 

2. Who is Melchizedek (Genesis 14:17-24)? 

Melchizedek was the King of Salem (probably ancient Jerusalem), who 
became a type of the Christ to come. 

3. How did Abraham and Sarah try to help God fulfill his promises (Genesis 
16:1-15)?  

They conspired to conceive a child for Abraham in Sarah’s maid’s womb. 
Ishmael was born to Hagar, but God rejected him as the son of promise. 

4. Why was Lot living in a place like Sodom (Genesis 13:1-13)? Why and 
how did God punish Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:1-29)? Who 
escaped? 

Lot had chosen to move toward Sodom because it appeared from a distance 
to be more prosperous. God destroyed the cities because of the rampant 
homosexuality. Lot and his two daughters escaped, but Lot’s wife looked 
back and was killed. 

5. How did God determine that Abraham was truly obedient (Genesis 
21:1-7, 22:1-14)? 

God provided the son of promise, Isaac, to the couple, but then asked 
Abraham to sacrifice him. Abraham obeyed, only to be stopped by God at 
the last moment. 

6. Name and describe the sons of Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 25:19-34). 

Jacob was thoughtful and cunning, his mother's favorite, while Esau was a 
man of the hunt and his father’s favorite. 

7. To what is Jacob’s name changed (Genesis 32:22-32)?  
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Israel. 

8. List Jacob’s 12 sons–the 12 tribes of Israel. 

 By Leah (Genesis 29:31-35): Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah 

 By Bilhah (30:1-8): Dan, Naphtali 

 By Zilpah (30:9-13): Gad, Asher 

 By Leah (30:17-20): Issachar, Zebulun 

 By Rachel (30:22-24): Joseph 

 By Rachel (35:16-20): Benjamin 

9. Why did Joseph’s brothers hate him (Genesis 37:1-11)? What did they do 
to him (Genesis 37:12-36)? 

Israel favored Joseph, whom God also chose to bring blessing to the entire 
family. His brothers feigned his death and sold him into slavery. 

10. To what rank did Joseph rise (Genesis 39:1-41:57)? How? 

Joseph rose to the level of governor just under the Pharaoh by interpreting 
dreams and serving God happily in Egypt. 

11. What occasioned a reunion of the family (Genesis 42:1-24, 45:1-8)? 

A famine had engulfed the world, but Joseph had prepared for it, so his 
family went to Egypt to buy food. 

12. How did Joseph summarize his life and prepare his people for the next 
era in which they would live in Egypt (Genesis 50:15-26)? 

He acknowledged God’s providence in his affairs.  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Lesson 3: The Exodus From Egypt to Canaan 
1. Why were the Hebrew people in Egypt (Genesis 45:3-8)? 

Famine had threatened the Israelites in their homes, but God had prepared a 
plan to save them by placing Joseph in Egypt and in charge of a scheme to 
save up food for the hard times. 

2. Why did the Israelites’ fortunes in Egypt change so dramatically (Exodus 
1:8-22)? What did their lives become? 

A new king that did not know Joseph arose and noticed that the Hebrews 
were increasing in number, so that they could aid an invader. Their lives 
became full of ardor as the Pharaoh enslaved them and threatened their sons 
with death. 

3. How did Moses survive the Pharaoh’s death sentence on Hebrew boys 
(Exodus 2:1-10)? 

Moses’s mother refused to kill him, but set him loose in the river in a little 
ark. He was discovered by Pharaoh’s own daughter who adopted him and 
hired Moses’s mother to be his nanny.  

4. What message did God bring Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:1-10)? 
What name did God call himself (Exodus 3:11-22)? 

God, the “I AM”, told Moses that he had heard Israel’s tears and was 
prepared to deliver them from bondage, but that Moses would be their 
leader. 

5. List the 10 plagues that Moses inflicted on Egypt, to show Pharaoh God’s 
power and convince him to cooperate with their redemption: 

 1. blood (7:20) 6. boils (9:10) 

 2. frogs (8:6) 7. hail (9:23) 

 3. lice (8:17) 8. locusts (10:13) 

 4. flies (8:24) 9. darkness (10:22) 

 5. livestock diseased (9:6) 10. death of firstborn (12:29) 
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6. How did the Israelites avoid the tenth plague (Exodus 12:21-36)? How 
did they plunder the Egyptians? What annual feast was born? 

The Hebrews obeyed God and spread the blood of a Passover lamb on their 
doorposts and lintels, so that the Lord would know to “Passover” their 
houses and only afflict the Egyptians. The Hebrews asked the Egyptians for 
silver, gold and clothing. 

7. Why did God lead Israel by the Red Sea (Exodus 13:17-22)? How did 
God lead them? How did they manage to cross the Red Sea (Exodus 
14:1-31)? 

God led them in a cloud by day and in fire by night, away from Philistia, lest 
Israel fear war and return to Egypt. He crossed them through the Red Sea by 
parting the waters. 

8. How did Israel almost immediately begin to show the weakness that 
would prolong her wandering (Exodus 15:22-26, 16:1-3)? How long was the 
journey from Horeb to Kadesh-Barnea (Deuteronomy 1:2)? 

Her thirst and hunger made her doubt God, who fed her anyway as an 11-
day journey turned into 40 years. 

9. Israel wandered for 40 years to eliminate the first generation of doubters. 
What report did the 12 spies bring back (Numbers 13:1-14:45)?  

All the spies told of a land of milk and honey, but only Joshua and Caleb 
believed Israel could conquer it. 

10. Why didn’t Moses lead Israel across the Jordan River (Numbers 20:1-13, 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12)? Who succeeded Moses (Joshua 1:1-9)? Was the 
conquest of Canaan ultimately successful or failed (Joshua 11:16-23)? 

Moses took credit for God’s work in bringing water from the rock. Joshua 
took over and successfully conquered the land.  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Lesson 4: The Law of Moses 
1. How was God’s blessing and covenant with Israel conditional (Exodus 
19:1-9)? Where did Moses receive the Law (Exodus 19:10-25)? 

God conditioned his blessing upon their obedience. Moses received the Law 
on Mount Sinai. 

2. List the 10 commandments (Exodus 20:1-20): 

 1. no others gods 6. do not murder 

 2. no images 7. do not commit adultery 

 3. do not take name in vain 8. do not steal 

 4. remember Sabbath 9. do not bear false witness 

 5. honor parents 10. do not covet 

3. Were there any other laws? What is regulated in Leviticus 11? What is 
regulated in Leviticus 18? 

Yes, there were explanations of these laws and many others laws dealing 
with every spiritual and bureaucratic aspect of Hebrew life. God even 
regulates diet and sex 

4. What was the nature and purpose of God’s sanctuary while Israel 
wandered in the wilderness (Exodus 25:1-9)? 

The tabernacle was temporary evidence of God’s abiding presence. 

5. What was Israel doing while God gave Moses the commandments 
(Exodus 32:1-35)? How did Moses respond? 

Aaron and all Israel made a molten calf to worship, which Moses ground 
into powder and compelled the people to drink. 

6. What was the punishment for violating the Sabbath (Exodus 35:1-3, 
Numbers 15:32-36, 28:1-10)? 

Sabbath workers or violators were stoned to death. 
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7. Of which tribe did the priests come (Leviticus 8:1-9)? Why did Nadab 
and Abihu die (Numbers 10:1-3)? Think!  

Priests were from the tribe of Aaron, the Levites. Nadab and Abihu did not 
regard God as holy or glorify him when they chose to innovate worship law 
and present profane fire to him. 

8. Before Joshua died, he renewed Israel’s relationship with God. In what 
two aspects did he challenge the people to serve God (Joshua 24:14-15)? 
Compare to what Christ teaches us today (John 4:23-24). 

Joshua commended sincerity and truth and Jesus teaches spirit and truth. 

9. What is the great threat to fidelity that Joshua recognizes? 

Idolatry.  

10. What idols are identified in the following passages? 

 a. Ephesians 5:5: Covetousness 

 b. Matthew 6:19-21, 24: Mammon or money 

 c. John 12:42-43: Praise of men 

11. Is the Law of Moses, including the 10 commandments and the Jewish 
Sabbath, still in effect today (Matthew 5:17-20, Acts 10:9-16, 34-35; Second 
Corinthians 2:7-16. Ephesians 2:11-22, Colossians 2:11-15, Hebrews 
7:11-13, 8:13)? How do you know? 

The Law of Moses was fulfilled by Jesus Christ and nailed to his cross as it 
was abolished and taken out of the way.  

12. What was the purpose of the Law of Moses (Romans 7:1-7)? 

The Law of Moses was instituted to regulate human behavior and to show 
man the need for grace before Jesus came to offer it.  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Lesson 5: The Judges Era 
1. Consider Deuteronomy 7:2-5. What did God instruct the people to do as 
they were taking Canaan? Did Israel obey and succeed (Judges 1:16-2:10)? 
Why do you think they followed this course of action? 
He told them to destroy utterly the inhabitants and make no covenant with 
any people. They did not even come close to following God’s commands in 
this matter. It was a difficult task. Perhaps they suffered from fear, lack of 
faith, weariness, or just felt that joint occupation was good enough. 
Obviously their leadership was not as good as with Moses and Joshua. 
2. What was Israel like after Joshua’s demise (Judges 2:7-23)? What was 
God’s strategy for restoring His people?  
They did not know God nor the history of their relationship. His strategy 
was to raise up judges to deliver Israel from her enemies. 
3. Complete the chart of some of the judges. 
 PASSAGE JUDGE CLAIM TO FAME 

a. 3:7-11 Othniel first judge; nephew of Caleb 

b. 3:12-30 Ehud left-handed judge; killed fat Eglon 

c. 3:31 Shamgar killed 600 Philistines with ox goad 

d. 4:1-5:31 Deborah only female judge; killed Sisera 

e. 6:1-8:35 Gideon defeated 120,000 Midianites with 300 

f. 10:1-2 Tola dwelt in mountains of Ephraim 

g. 10:3-5 Jair had 30 sons who rode 30 donkeys 

h. 10:6-12:7 Jephthah celebrated with a rash vow 

i. 12:8-10 Ibzan had 30 sons and 30 daughters 

j. 12:11-12 Elon judged Israel 10 years 

k. 12:13-15 Abdon had 40 sons and 30 grandsons 

l. 13:1-16:31 Samson blinded Nazirite toppled heathens  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4. The four most notable judges in this period are Deborah, Gideon, 
Jephthah and Samson. Answer the following questions about them: 

a.Who was Deborah’s general? Barak. 

b.Why was Gideon’s army so small? God whittled it. 

c.Who fell victim to Jephthah’s vow? His daughter. 

d.What was the source of Samson’s strength? Covenant with God. 

5. What is the closing statement in the book of Judges (21:25)? 

“In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes.” 

6. In the days when the Judges ruled, Elimelech went to Moab with his wife. 
What was her name and those of her two daughters-in-law (Ruth 1:1-5)? For 
what reason did Naomi plan to return to Judah? What did Naomi want her 
daughters-in-law to do? What did each do? 

Naomi’s daughters-in-law were called Orpah and Ruth. She was going to 
escape the famine that hit her especially hard since she had no man now. She 
wanted them to go to find new husbands. Orpah left but Ruth stayed with 
Naomi. 

7. (2:1-23) What relationship existed between Naomi and Boaz? According 
to verses 10-13, why did Ruth find favor in his eyes? What favor does Boaz 
show her in this passage? 

He was of the same family as Elimelech. Her good treatment of Naomi and 
coming to the Lord for refuge made him appreciate Ruth. He feeds her and 
protects her from the reapers and he arranges for her work to be easier; 

8. (4:13-22) After the two are married and begin a family, where is this 
genealogy eventually headed? 

To Jesus Christ. 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Lesson 6: United Kingdom 
1. The people of Israel demanded a king and two reasons emerge from 
reading First Samuel 8:1-5. What are they? 

Samuel’s sons, Joel and Abijah, were corrupt and greedy judges who took 
bribes and perverted justice. Secondly, Israel wanted to be like other nations. 

2. How did God comfort a disappointed Samuel? What charge did he give 
Samuel to prepare Israel for a monarchy (cf. verses 10-22)? 

God showed Samuel that Israel was rejecting the Lord, not just Samuel. He 
told Samuel to warn them that their king would conscript their sons into war, 
tax them to support himself and practically enslave their daughters to be his 
servants.  

3. God gave Israel what she wanted, even though he was opposed to it. Who 
becomes the first king of Israel (First Samuel 9:1-12:25)? What is he like as 
his reign begins? 

Saul was the son of Kish of the tribe of Benjamin. He was the most “choice 
and handsome” man in Israel and taller than any of the people. Saul begins 
as a humble man, concerned about doing right. 

4. What is the first sign of danger in Saul’s behavior (First Samuel 
13:7b-15)? Explain. What are the consequences for his administration? 

Saul grew impatient waiting for Samuel to come to Gilgal and so the king 
acted in the office of priest without authority. We learn that Saul is willing to 
follow situation ethics and break God’s law for some imagined “greater 
good.” Samuel tells Saul that his kingdom would not continue because of his 
irreverence. 

5. What later caused God to say, “I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as 
king” (First Samuel 15:11)? How did Saul respond (15:24-31)? 

Saul spared King Agag of the Amalekites and plundered the best of their 
possessions in violation of God’s commands. When rebuked, Saul repented, 
but insincerely. 
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6. Whom does Samuel anoint as Saul’s successor (First Samuel 16:1-23)? 
What does the next king do to distinguish himself in Israel (17-18)? How 
does he finally become the king (31)? 

David, the shepherd and musician, is anointed before killing Goliath the 
giant Philistine. After trying to murder David, Saul is killed in battle with 
the Philistines and David is permitted to ascend to the throne. 

7. Although a man after God’s own heart, David is far from flawless. 
Describe the progression of his sin with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11-12). 

David first refuses to go out to battle in the spring, staying behind in 
Jerusalem where he espies the wife of one of his generals bathing. He 
beholds her, then asks for her and commits adultery. She becomes pregnant 
and David attempts to cover up his sin before resorting to the murder of 
Uriah, her husband. Nathan the prophet rebukes “the man.” 

8. When David died of old age, who took his place on the throne (First 
Kings 12:1-4). What charge did the king give his successor? 

David charged Solomon with being a man and walking after God. 

9. How does Solomon show his fitness for the crown immediately (First 
Kings 3:1-28)? What building project did he undertake (First Kings 6-8)? 

Solomon asked God to give him wisdom, rather than riches or other things. 
God granted him wisdom and many other gifts. He also constructed the 
temple and palace. 

10. What caused Solomon’s heart to turn from the Lord (First Kings 11)? 

He loved many foreign women, who introduced him to their false gods, 
whom he learned to serve alongside Jehovah. 

11. Who is introduced as Solomon’s rival (First Kings 11:26-43)? 

Solomon’s servant, Jeroboam, was shown by Ahijah that he could become 
king over part of Israel.  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Lesson 7: Divided Kingdoms 
1. Who is Solomon’s successor (First Kings 12)? What decision of his 
immediately shows a lack of Solomonic wisdom in the son? 

Rehoboam succeeds Solomon but the advice he takes from his young 
counselors over the more seasoned ministers leads to revolt in Israel. The 
confederacy of tribes begins to break down around him. 

2. Who is made king of the northern kingdom of Israel (First Kings 
12:18-20)? What comprises the southern kingdom of Judah? What prevented 
civil war between the two (12:21-24)? 

Jeroboam rules over Israel, while Rehoboam reigns over Judah and the 
people of Benjamin. God spoke to Rehoboam through Shemaiah the prophet 
that he should let Israel go for the division was his will.  

3. How did Jeroboam seal the northern kingdom‘s fate (12:25-33)? 

Afraid that trips to Jerusalem to worship would dissolve his hold on the 
people, Jeroboam set up an idolatrous system in Bethel and Daniel Israel 
never recovered from this introduction of idolatry. 

4. Twenty monarchs ruled over the northern kingdom and not one of them 
was any good. Perhaps, the worst, however, was Ahab (First Kings 
16:29-22:40). Describe him (18:18, 21:25-26). What was the outcome of the 
contest on Mount Carmel (18:1-40)? 

Ahab was a baalists, urged on by his wife, Jezebel. He troubled Israel with 
his influence and weakness, but God’s victory on Mount Carmel exposed 
the error of his ways to Israel. 

5. Who conquered Israel (Second Kings 17:5-41)? How could God permit 
this (Second Kings 18:9-12)? 

Assyria destroyed Israel, because she transgressed the covenant and would 
neither hear nor do God’s will anymore. 
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6. About this time (727-721 B.C.), Hezekiah becomes king of the surviving 
southern kingdom of Judah (Second Kings 18:1-8). Why was he such a good 
king? 

Hezekiah did God’s will as David had done, and even tore down the 
elements of idolatry in Judah. God prospered him militarily as a result. 

7. How did Judah survive the last Assyrian onslaught (Second Kings 
19:35-37)? 

An angel of the Lord slew 185,000 sleeping Assyrian soldiers before they 
could advance on Jerusalem. 

8. Less than a century later, King Josiah takes the throne of Israel. What 
important discovery occurs during his reign (Second Kings 22:1-20)? What 
is the result (Second Kings 23:1-25)? 

The Book of the Law of Moses was discovered, leading to widespread 
reforms in Judah concerning worship, the temple and idolatry. 

9. Who was Nebuchadnezzar? What did he do to Judah (Second Kings 
24-25)? 

Nebuchadnezzar was the military leader and then king of Babylon, a city-
state that arose from Assyria’s ashes. Nebuchadnezzar enslaved Judah, 
stealing away her wealth and people incrementally before finally sacking the 
city in 586 B.C.  

10. How could God let this happen to Judah (2 Chronicles 36:11-21)? 

Judah’s heart was hardened for sin and she would not repent, so God had no 
choice but to respect her stance and punctuate it by divorcing her. 

11. Who is the last king of Judah? 

Zedekiah is the last king; Gedaliah is only a governor.  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Lesson 8: The Exile 
1. By 586 B.C., both kingdoms of Israel and Judah had been conquered by 
heathen armies. In spite of this devastation, God preserved a remnant of 
people through whom the Messiah could come. How did he use 
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians to this end (Second Kings 24:8-16, 
25:11-12)? 

God used these heathens both to conquer the wayward people of God and to 
carry away many of them as captives back to Babylon where they would 
survive and come to understand their need to rely on God. 

2. Two of the “major” prophets, Ezekiel and Daniel were captives who 
prophesied in Babylon. How did Ezekiel learn that Jerusalem had been 
conquered (Ezekiel 33:21-22)? 

Ezekiel heard the news from a messenger who escaped the city. 

3. How did Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah distinguish themselves 
as captives in Babylon (Daniel 1:1-21)? What ordeals did the three friends 
of Daniel survive and why (Daniel 3:1-30)? What did Daniel himself endure 
and why (Daniel 6:1-28)? 

Daniel’s three friends survived the fiery furnace for one like the son of Man 
walked with them. Daniel survived the den of lions for God closed the 
beasts’ mouths. 

4. What meant the handwriting on the wall for Babylonian king Belshazzar 
(Daniel 5:1-31)? Who ruled the empire after him (cf. Second Chronicles 
36:20-23)? 

Belshazzar was punished by God and the Babylonians were conquered by 
the Medes and Persians, led by Darius the Mede. 

5. What was the edict of Cyrus (Second Chronicles 36:22-23, Ezra 1:1-11)? 

Cyrus ordered that the Hebrews be repatriated to their own land so that they 
could rebuild a temple in Jerusalem, per God’s commands. 

6. Who are the other leaders in this restoration movement? 

 a. Ezra 3:2: Joshua and Zerubbabel 

 b. Ezra 5:1: Haggai and Zechariah 
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7. Why did Ezra go to Jerusalem (Ezra 7:10, Nehemiah 8:1-6)? Why did 
Nehemiah make the journey (Nehemiah 1:1-2:8)? 

Ezra the scribe went to seek the Law of the Lord, to do it and to teach it in 
Israel. Nehemiah, the king’s cupbearer, went to rebuild the defensive walls 
of the city because of the severe opposition of the heathen. 

8. During this period of exile and reconstruction, a Persian king named 
Ahasuerus takes his country’s throne (Esther 1:1-22). How did he come to 
have a Jewish wife (2:1-20)? 

After Vashti was deposed, Esther concealed her ethnicity and won a beauty 
pageant to replace the queen.  

9. Why did Haman want to destroy the Jews in Persia (Esther 3:1-15)? 

Haman hated the Jews mainly because one of them, Esther’s cousin, 
Mordecai, refused to genuflect before him. 

10. How did Mordecai persuade Esther to act (Esther 4:1-5:8)? 

Mordecai communicated to Esther that she could no longer conceal her 
identity because it was quite possible that God brought her to this place for 
this very purpose–to save the remnant from annihilation. 

11. The king had already decreed the extermination of the Jews when he 
learned of the consequences of his plan. How did he countermand his order 
(Esther 8:11-14, 9:1-15)? 

The king permitted the Jews to defend themselves on the set day and they 
slaughtered their would-be murderers. 

12. What Jewish feast resulted from this victory (Esther 9:16-32)? 

Purim.  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Lesson 9: Major Prophets 
1. Four authors of five books are called “major” prophets because of the size 
of their writings. Isaiah is the oldest of them. Which kings reigned in Judah 
during his tenure (740-697 B.C., Isaiah 1:1)? 

Answer:The four are: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. 

2. One of Isaiah’s major themes is the heartless nature of Hebrew worship 
around him. Consider chapter one. How had Israel reacted to God’s previous 
attempts to chasten her back to submission? What was God’s opinion of 
their worship? What did God suggest they do? 

She had not accepted the rebuke and now God doubted her ability to be 
impressed anymore. He had no interest in their worship because it was not 
from the heart. God commanded them to make themselves clean by putting 
away their evil practices. 

3. Isaiah turns to prophesy of the new kingdom of God to be established 
(2:1-5). Will its population be confined to Hebrews by birth? From what 
geographic location will the law of the kingdom emanate? How is this true 
of the church (Acts 10:34-35, 1:1-8)? 

The kingdom will be composed of justified men of every nation who follow 
the law that comes out of Jerusalem. The church is composed of the just in 
every nation and it began with preaching in Jerusalem. 

4. Why would this man of sorrows have to suffer? How did Jesus go to the 
cross as Isaiah prophesied? 

He would suffer for the sins of men whom he would save by his sacrifice. 
He went without complaint, accepting as a sheep to slaughter. 

5. Jeremiah labored from 625 B.C. to Judah’s fall in 586 B.C. He is also 
credited with writing the Lamentations, a book of sorrowful poems on 
Jerusalem’s destruction. What was his objection to taking the prophetic 
office (1:1-13)? 

Jeremiah was a youth, but God did not let him out of the work. 

6. Why was God divorcing Judah in Jeremiah’s time (2:1-13)? What did 
God truly want from Judah (3:1-15)? 

Idolatry was her sin. He wanted his wayward bride to return to Him and be 
faithful. 
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7. The major issue in Judah concerned the prospects for war against either 
Egypt or Babylon (6:1-15). What was God predicting? What were the 
prophets of Judah predicting? 

God predicted that Babylon would come down from the north and sack 
Judah. They were predicting peace when there would be no peace. 

8. How did the king respond to Jeremiah’s prophecy (36:20-32)? Did 
Jeremiah quit? 

He cast the scroll into the fire and burned it up. Jeremiah simply rewrote the 
prophecies. 

9. How did Jeremiah react to the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. 
(Lamentations 1:1-22)? To what does he attribute her demise? 

Jeremiah wept and attributed her fall to Judah’s sin. 

10. Ezekiel prophesied during the Babylonian exile as one of the captives 
(597-571 B.C.). Describe the role God gave him (3:16-27). 

Ezekiel was the watchman crying out an unpopular warning. 

11. How were Israel’s shepherds failing the flock (34:1-16)? Explain. 

The kings and leaders of Judah were enriching themselves off the people, 
but giving no spiritual instruction or physical guidance in return. 

12. Daniel was a young Jew taken captive in 605 B.C. He prophesied to the 
exiles during both Babylonian and Medo-Persian occupations. Describe the 
image he saw in a dream (2:31-45). 

The image foretold the four empires beginning with Babylon and the arrival 
of the kingdom of God during the fourth.  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Lesson 10: Minor Prophets 
1. Joel writes around 830 B.C. What horde does he foresee coming to 
devour Israel (2:1-11)? Why (2:12-14)? When was his Spirit prophecy 
fulfilled (2:28-32)? 

Joel foresees a locust horde mean to shock Israel into repentance. The Spirit 
falls on all flesh on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). 

2. Jonah works around 780 B.C., but not among his people. To whom is 
Jonah sent? What results does he get? Is he happy with them? 

Jonah goes to the Ninevites who repent at his preaching and are spared from 
overthrow in 40 days, disturbing Jonah who hoped for their fall. 

3. Amos writes around 755 B.C. List four things God would refuse from 
Israel (5:21-27). What did God desire more than these? 

God would refuse feast days, sacred assemblies, grain offerings, peace 
offerings, and songs, preferring justice and righteousness (verse 24). 

4. Hosea worked in 750 B.C. Describe his wife and why God wanted Hosea 
to marry her. 

Hosea’s wife, Gomer, was a harlot, whom he married to illustrate for Israel 
God’s sadness at being joined to an adulterous bride like her. 

5. Micah prophesied between 725-701 B.C. What did he predict about the 
Messiah (5:1-2)? 

Micah predicted that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. 

6. Zephaniah prophesied around 627 B.C. about a Day of the Lord coming 
on Judah. Summarize his description and the reason for their suffering 
(1:14-18). 

Because of sin, Israel would experience a dark day of destruction. 

7. Nahum prophesied around 620 B.C. What was his audience (1:1)? What 
words should strike fear in any hearer (3:5)? 

God said, “Behold I am against you” to Nineveh. 
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8. Habakkuk worked around 612-606 B.C. What work of God’s did 
Habakkuk refuse to believe (1:5-12)? What is the key to respecting God 
(2:20)? 

Habakkuk could not believe that God would empower the Chaldeans to 
punish Judah. “But the Lord is in his holy temple. Let all the Earth keep 
silence before him.” 

9. What was Obadiah’s audience in 587 B.C. (1)? What was their sin 
(10-14)? 

Edom was Judah’s brother, but the Edomites took advantage of the 
Babylonian invasion to plunder and assist the heathens. 

10. Haggai prophesied in 520 B.C. What is his theme (1:7)? What was his 
audience’s sin (1:8-11)? 

Haggai told Judah to “Consider your ways” because she had neglected the 
rebuilding of the temple in order to build her own houses. 

11. Zechariah worked in 520-516 B.C. What challenge and reward does God 
present to the people (1:1-6)? What important lesson should they have 
learned from their fathers? 

The challenge is: “Return to me and I will return to you.” Their fathers 
perished because they did not heed God and repent. 

12. Malachi ends the Old Testament around 432 B.C. God was preparing to 
send a forerunner ahead of the Savior (3:1-7). Who is this? What is his 
purpose? How had the people robbed God (3:8-18)? What would become of 
the faithful few? 

John the immerser is the forerunner. Christ would come to bring the 
purification of God’s family. They robbed God in their half-hearted, selfish 
worship. The few would receive great blessing.  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Lesson 11: Wisdom Literature 
The wisdom literature consists of the Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon, 
Ecclesiastes and the book of Job. 

1. Consider Psalm 23 as an example of the Psalms. Explain how the Lord is 
one’s shepherd, with appropriate New Testament citations. Explain the 
significance of Christ’s rod (Hebrews 12:1-11) and his staff (Second 
Corinthians 5:7). Describe how Christ ensures that a Christian may dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever (John 14:1-6, First Peter 1:3-5). 

Jesus is the Chief Shepherd of the church of God (1 Peter 5:4, John 10) and 
leads his sheep—his followers—by his word. A shepherd’s rod was used to 
defend and chasten a sheep, while the staff was used to direct it. His victory 
over death ensures the Christian of a resurrection to life and his inheritance 
in heaven. 

2. What is David apologizing for in Psalm 51? What kind of attitude does he 
exemplify (17)? 

David uses his humble and contrite spirit to apologize for his adultery with 
Bathsheba and the cover-up that followed. 

3. The theme of the Proverbs is revealed immediately. What is it, according 
to Proverbs 1:1-7? 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs gives knowledge that lends to justice, 
judgment, equity and understanding. 

4. List the seven things that are abominable to God (Proverbs 6:16-19). 

 1. a proud look 5. feet swift in running to evil  

 2. a lying tongue 6. a false witness who speaks lies 

 3. hands that shed innocent blood 7. one who sows discord in brethren 

 4. a heart that devises wicked plans 

5. (1:1-2) Who is the preacher (Ecclesiastes 1:1-2)? What did he say? 

Solomon said, “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 
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6. Explain what he is trying to convey in this speech (3:1-11). 

God has established the pattern of human life and nothing we do can alter 
that pattern much. Man should cease fighting the pattern, resign himself to 
it, and focus upon what he can change: his eternity. 

7. What is the meaning of life (Ecclesiastes. 12:13-14)? 

“Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is man’s all.” 

8. What is Solomon’s song about (1:1-3)? 

The book is about the romantic love of two young people who struggle to be 
together and finally succeed. 

9. Why did Satan want to attack Job (1:1, 8-11)?  

Job was blameless and upright, fearing God and eschewing evil, which 
Satan considered to be false loyalty bought by God through many blessings. 

10. How did Job respond to the loss of his children, servants and livestock 
(1:20-22)? How did his wife respond (2:9-10)? 

Without sinning or charging God with wrong, Job put his lost gifts in 
perspective, for he came naked from his mother’s womb and would return 
there naked as well. Job’s wife encouraged him to curse God and die. 

11. Name Job’s three friends (2:11-13). What did they do first? Did they 
offer wise counsel (42:7-8)? 

After remaining silent seven whole days, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar 
offered misguided counsel. 

12. How did Job’s suffering end? What does this prove (James 5:11)? 

God rebuked Job’s mistaken ideas about him and then restored what he had 
lost. This proves that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.  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Lesson 12: Intertestamental Period  
PERSIAN PERIOD (539-331 B.C.) 

478-473 The events of the book of Esther occur during the reign of 
Xerxes I. 

457 Ezra comes to Jerusalem and makes his reforms. 
444 Artaxerxes I (465-425) sponsors the rebuilding of the walls of 

Jerusalem at the request of his cupbearer, Nehemiah. 
432 Malachi prophesies to the Jewish remnant. 
425-331 Xerxes II, Darius II, Artaxerxes II, Artaxerxes III, Arses and 

Darius III reign successively in Persia. 
331 Alexander the Great takes Persia and Palestine for Greece. 

GREEK PERIOD (331-167 B.C.) 
323 Alexander dies and four of his generals assume divided power. 
301 Palestine falls to Syria and then Egypt. 
198 Syria, under Antiochus the Great, regains Palestine with plans to 

exterminate the Jews. 
168 Antiochus Epiphanes devastates Jerusalem, defiles the temple, 

offers a sow on the altar, erects an altar to Jupiter, and prohibits 
circumcision and worship of Jehovah. He sells thousands of 
Jews into slavery, destroys copies of the Scriptures and tortures 
the rest of the Jews. 

MACCABEAN PERIOD (167-63 B.C.) 
167 A priest named Matthias, infuriated at Epiphanes, gathers a band 

of Jews and revolts. Matthias dies in 166 and his son, Judas, 
takes the lead. 

165 An amazing military genius, Judas re-conquers Jerusalem and 
purifies the rededicated temple. Judas establishes the Asmonean 
line of priest-rulers, nicknamed Maccabees, that rules for 100 
years. 

ROMAN PERIOD (63-1 B.C.) 
63 Palestine is conquered by Rome’s Pompey. Antipater, an 

Edomite, is appointed to rule Judea. His son, Herod the Great, is 
installed as the governor of Galilee. 

37 Herod is make king of Judea and rebuilds the temple to garner 
Jewish favor. 

4 Jesus is born, just escaping the wrath of the jealous king.  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1. What are the names and approximate eras of the four periods of history 
during the last five centuries before Christ? 

 1. Persian (539-331 B.C.) 3. Maccabean (167-63 B.C.) 

 2. Greek (331-167 B.C.) 4. Roman (63-1 B.C.) 

2. What powerful military leader conquers Persia and its possession, 
Palestine. When? 

Alexander the Great in 331 B.C. . 

3. Who takes Palestine in 198 B.C. and with what intent? 

Syria wants to kill the Jews. 

4. Who devastates Jerusalem in 168 B.C.? 

Antiochus Epiphanes 

5. What historical period begins with a revolt against him? 

Maccabean 

6. What military genius conquers Jerusalem in 165 B.C.? 

Judas  

7. What line of rulers is established at this time? How long will it stay in 
power? 

Asmonean for 100 years. 

8. Who conquers Palestine in 63 B.C.? 

Rome and Pompey 

9. What governor of Judea rebuilds the temple? Why? 

Herod builds to gain the favor of the Jews. 

10. Who is born in approximately 4 B.C. and narrowly escapes the wrath of 
the jealous king? 

Jesus. 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Lesson 13: Review 
1. Why did Cain kill Abel (Genesis 4:1-16)? What lessons do we need to 
learn from this episode and the way God handled it? What so upset God 
during Noah’s era (Genesis 6:5-8)? Why did Noah find grace in God’s eyes 
(Genesis 6:9-10)? How did Noah accept it? 

Cain slew Abel out of jealous resentment over God’s approval. We learn that 
sin waits at our doors to destroy us, but we can rule over it when we obey 
God and live by love. God regretted creating man, because he had become 
so wicked in thought and deed. Noah found grace because he was different–
he feared God, was penitently blameless and walked with the Lord 
obediently. Noah accepted God’s grace by building the ark. 

2. Meet Abraham in Genesis 12. From what three things does God require 
him to leave? What three promises does God make him? To what is Jacob’s 
name changed (Genesis 32:22-32)? 

God required Abraham to leave his country, his family and his inheritance. 
He promised him the land of Canaan, a great nation of Israel and to bless all 
the Earth through him. Jacob becomes Israel. 

3. How did the Israelites avoid the tenth plague (Exodus 12:21-36)? How 
did they manage to cross the Red Sea (Exodus 14:1-31)? How did Israel 
almost immediately begin to show the weakness that would prolong her 
wandering (Exodus 15:22-26, 16:1-3)? 

The Hebrews obeyed God and spread the blood of a Passover lamb on their 
doorposts and lintels, so that the Lord would know to “Passover” their 
houses and only afflict the Egyptians. God led them in a cloud by day and in 
fire by night, away from Philistia, lest Israel fear war and return to Egypt. 
He crossed them through the Red Sea by parting the waters. Her thirst and 
hunger made her doubt God, who fed her anyway as an 11-day journey 
turned into 40 years. 

4. What was the purpose of the Law of Moses (Romans 7:1-7)? 

The Law of Moses was instituted to regulate human behavior and to show 
man the need for grace before Jesus came to offer it. 

5. What is the closing statement in the book of Judges (21:25)? 

“In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes.” 
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6. Name the three kings who ruled only over a united Israel. 

Saul, David and Solomon. 

7. When and to whom did Israel and Judah fall? 

Israel fell to Assyria in 721 B.C.; Judah fell to Babylon in 586 B.C. 

8. Which two major prophets were Babylonian captives? Why did Ezra go to 
Jerusalem (Ezra 7:10, Nehemiah 8:1-6)? Why did Nehemiah make the 
journey (Nehemiah 1:1-2:8)? 

Ezekiel and Daniel were captives. Ezra the scribe went to seek the Law of 
the Lord, to do it and to teach it in Israel. Nehemiah, the king’s cupbearer, 
went to rebuild the defensive walls of the city because of the severe 
opposition of the heathen. 

9. List the five major prophetic books and note something about each: 

• Isaiah chastens Judah and predicts the Messiah’s birth and death. 

• Ezekiel calls for watchmen to warn Israel that captivity is coming. 

• Jeremiah warns about Judah’s fall and that peace will not prevail. 

• Lamentations is Jeremiah’s weeping over Jerusalem’s fall. 

• Daniel does Gods’ work in Babylonian captivity. 

10. In which centuries do the minor prophets work? What is the last one’s 
last words? 

Malachi ends the minor prophets’ four century work (830-432 B.C.) by 
predicting the forerunner’s coming and that of the Messiah. 

11. Which books are considered wisdom literature? 

Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Job. 

12. What are the Intertestamental eras and dates? 

Persian (539-331), Greek (331-167), Maccabean (167-63), Roman (63-4).  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